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President Hohman cancels D.C. trip amid controversy
ASUM
Miller Hall residents watch “Who Are You,” a New Zealand movie that raises awareness about bystander intervention, on Wednesday evening. All students 
living on campus are required to attend a Bystander Intervention Training workshop, which aims to teach students how to help prevent sexual assault. 
Gracie Ryan/Montana Kaimin
A Bystander Intervention 
Training program designed 
to help people prevent sexual 
assault is being introduced in 
residence halls this week to 
fulfill requirements outlined 
by the Department of Justice.
The Student Advocacy Re-
source Center has 20 different 
trainings planned, and stu-
dents are required to swipe 
their Griz cards to prove they 
attended.
The training program for 
students was mandated in 
2013 after the Department of 
Justice found the University of 
Montana had mishandled cas-
es of sexual assault.
While the DOJ agreement 
did not specify whether all 
people living in the residence 
halls must be trained, it was 
decided to be the best method 
to get large numbers of stu-
Erin Loranger
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Standing up and speaking out
See TRAINING, page 5
dents informed, SARC Advo-
cacy Coordinator Leah Fitch 
said. 
The training was modeled 
after the University of New 
Hampshire’s Bringing in the 
Bystander program, which 
focuses on preventing sexual 
assault. The program empha-
sizes that sexual violence is a 
community issue that can be 
prevented by people of all gen-
ders.
Fitch said bystander inter-
SEXUAL SAFETY
vention training has a positive 
effect on those who attend, 
citing assessments given after 
the New Hampshire program 
to see if people changed their 
attitudes about sexual assault 
and whether they still believed 
common misconceptions 
about rape.
“It has been proven that 
their training is making it 
more likely for people to 
Mandatory bystander training aims to help students prevent sexual assault
A Montana State Represen-
tative is submitting a bill that 
could ban wearing yoga pants 
and speedos in public. Missoula 
breweries responded to the law-
maker’s proposal on Wednesday 
by doing what they do best: in-
viting people to drink beer.
State Representative David 
Moore’s bill intends to widen 
indecent exposure laws and im-
pose stricter fines on the people 
who violate them. 
Moore was quoted by the 
Associated Press saying “yoga 
pants should be illegal in pub-
lic,” although he later said he 
was making a joke unrelated to 
the bill.
Moore’s inspiration for the 
bill came last August after the 
“Bare as you Dare” clothing-op-
tional bike ride through Missou-
la, which protested oil consump-
tion in an automobile dependent 
society.
The Tamarack Brewery pro-
tested the representative and 
his bill by changing the name of 
a popular beer, normally called 
“Sip’n Go Naked” to “Sip’n Go 
Yoga pants.”  
The bar charged $1 per pint 
all day and referred to Moore as 
David “Downward Dog” Moore 
on their Facebook page, in refer-
ence to the yoga position.
“We find a lot of comedic val-
ue in the whole proposal,” said 
Ryan Pipinich, assistant general 
manager of the bar. “I get what 
the guy is going after, but the 
way he worded the whole thing 
is almost to the point of embar-
rassment.”
Pipinich said by 3 p.m., the 
bar sold close to 30 pints of the 
newly-named beer and was 
planning on selling many more 
as the day wore on.
“I was just meeting up with 
some buddies for $1 beer, and it’s 
really good beer and it’s a really 
interesting story behind it, it’s al-
most ludicrous,” said bar patron 
Jeff Markette. “Why try and stop 
something like that?”
Across town, Draught Works 
Brewery took the protest a step 
even farther, offering a free beer 
Defending yoga 
pants with beer
Cavan Williams
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See YOGA PANTS, page 8
Student government exec-
utives Asa Hohman and Sean 
McQuillan will not be attend-
ing the AIPAC conference 
March 1-3.
The Wednesday night 
ASUM meeting started with 
President Hohman addressing 
the senate and the public as an 
individual, rather than as pres-
ident, about his and Vice Pres-
ident Sean McQuillan’s would-
be trip to the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee (AI-
PAC) Conference in Washing-
ton D.C.
“We will not be attending 
the AIPAC conference, but we 
maintain the right to do so,” he 
said.
Hohman and McQuillan 
planned to take the opportu-
nity to speak with representa-
tives about issues pertaining 
to the student body, and said 
they did not realize the aim of 
the conference was to primar-
ily speak with them about AI-
PAC.
Hohman said he was dis-
appointed with the way in-
dividuals who opposed their 
attendance expressed their 
opinions. He said many indi-
viduals that were opposed did 
not talk with them directly, but 
took an aggressive approach 
instead, with some asking for 
impeachment.
After Hohman’s statement, 
the senators moved onto other 
topics.
Senators Bundy and Skunk-
cap acted as representatives for 
a resolution that unanimously 
passed at last night’s ASUM 
meeting. The resolution pro-
posed a $1 fee increase on the 
Meri DeMarois
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POLITICS
Asa Hohman, ASUM president
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The Montana Kaimin, in 
its 116th year, is published 
by the students of the 
University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism 
uses the Montana Kaimin 
for practice courses but 
assumes no control over 
policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is 
printed on campus by 
Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed 
and written by Kaimin editors. 
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LOW ON SCIENCE
Bill Gates is an optimist, and you should be too
By Shibu Arens
In 2014, findings from a Global Burden of Disease study showed 
road accidents killed more people than HIV/AIDS, malaria or tuber-
culosis did individually.
This fact is certainly no cause for celebration, but it is a sign that we 
are slowly gaining the upper hand on our smallest and most danger-
ous foes: microbes.
One of the organizations leading the fight against these foes is the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. The Gates family has invested bil-
lions of their own dollars in their philanthropic work, which funds 
programs aimed at improving the quality of life for all global citizens.
The Gates Foundation is the largest philanthropic organization in 
the world. So far, its efforts seem to be paying off. According to the 
United Nations Children’s Fund, UNICEF, child deaths due to diar-
rhea have decreased by 54 percent since 2000. Deaths due to measles 
have declined by 80 percent. The number of people receiving treatment 
for HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa will soon outpace the number of 
newly infected people. This goes to show that pessimists are wrong. 
Bill Gates is an optimist and an instigator, and you should be too.
Not everyone can make a fortune being a captain of industry, and 
few of us have enough of a fortune to contribute heavily to charitable 
organizations. What we can do and where our optimism leads us may 
be limited. Still, all of us are Homo sapiens. We are all members of 
one species and we share a planet and a history, and helping fellow 
humans is no longer a drop in the bucket.
John F. Kennedy said that “a rising tide lifts all boats.” In the last 
century, that tide may have not lifted all boats at the same pace and 
may have capsized a few, but we’re witnessing the rising tide today, 
and it’s rising faster than ever before. This tide has been pushed by 
advances in the fields of immunology and pathology, as well as simple 
technological innovations. As scientists explored new ways to target 
HIV/AIDS, the advent of the cheap mobile phone put a timepiece in 
many economically insecure homes, making patient-doctor interac-
tions much simpler.
Geographic Information System software lets us create fine-grained 
strategic visualizations of epidemics as they occur in real time, stream-
lining the efforts of doctors and volunteers.
These advances directly reach impoverished areas and enhance the 
beneficial effects of scientific and technological advances.
Arguments I often hear about humanity’s future have the same 
tone: fears of overpopulation, fears that humans are ravaging the plan-
et for no cause. We fear we are stuck in a downward spiral, and amidst 
political gridlock in the Capitol, there is no hope to escape it. We fear 
our lives are getting worse and there’s little we can do about it.
These arguments have some merit, but I dispute them wholly.
There is no better indicator of how humanity is faring than how the 
neediest of us are doing. If the Gates Foundation and other bold opti-
mists have their way, diseases like polio, river blindness and Guinea 
worm will be eliminated from the face of the earth. Millions will have 
access to affordable life-saving medicines and families will be given 
the tools to practice safe planning for the future.
Only once these needs are met, only once the rapidly rising tide has 
captured even the frailest boats in its swell, can humanity truly strive 
for a healthy and vibrant future on this planet.
shiva-nandan.arens@umontana.edu
@shibuarens
LETTERS
to the EDITOR
As an ASUM Senator and 
student-at-large since 2012, I 
have seen what our student 
government can do. Our 
childcare centers provide 
a convenient and low-cost 
service to parents upping 
their odds in a hostile job 
market by earning a degree. 
Our nationally-leading 
transportation service provides 
hundreds of thousands of rides 
to students each year, shuttling 
us to our classes, our jobs, our 
homes and our nights on the 
town. Indeed, ASUM offers 
a wide array of other services 
to students that thousands on 
this campus have used and 
appreciated.
There is a conflation of the 
ASUM Senate with the network 
of agencies and services it 
oversees, however. As a student 
I do not always feel represented 
by the body I serve. We 
pass resolutions regarding 
student housing, fee increases, 
legislation being discussed in 
Helena, etc. We also play games 
of petty politics, like currying 
favor with administrators 
and politicians because we 
don’t want to rock the boat 
when advocating for changes 
students need. And when 
ASUM executives change the 
schedules of scores of people 
so they can rub shoulders with 
bigwigs and talking heads in 
Washington, D.C., based on 
their positions – even if they 
pretend that they are going 
in a “private capacity” – such 
political games rightfully spill 
into the public’s view.
When I voted “no” in the 
Kaimin’s poll last week, it was 
not because I think ASUM does 
not represent students – I have 
always appreciated that ASUM 
Transportation will be there to 
take my drunk soul home on a 
Friday night. I voted “no” be-
cause a two-term ASUM Pres-
ident who blatantly implicates 
the students he claims to work 
for in “political hack-jobs” for 
questioning his actions is too 
comfortable in a position of au-
thority. So please, continue to 
lambast the ASUM Senate for 
our screw-ups. We deserve it. 
But try not to think we are the 
embodiment of all that ASUM 
does, not everything under that 
banner is rotten to the core.  
Chase Ellinger
ASUM Senator
4TH AND 26
Making the Jump
By Jesse Flickinger
Sports
Sound the alarms: the Montana 
Grizzlies are finally free of the 
curse of Vernon Adams Jr.
Eastern Washington’s former 
all-world quarterback announced 
Monday that he was taking his 
talents from the desolate, whatever-
the-hell one might call the town of 
Cheney, to the beautiful emerald 
campus of Pac-12 powerhouse, 
Oregon.  
After being courted by the likes 
of UCLA and Texas, Adams settled 
on a system that’s fresh off a nation-
al championship loss, with a for-
mer quarterback who had a very 
similar play style: Marcus Mariota.
The match seems like a pair 
made in some kind of dirty Chip 
Kelly paradise.
Adams had one of the more 
accurate cannons of an arm in the 
entire FCS, and his mobility was 
legendary in the Big Sky. For any 
Griz defensive lineman, it was an 
achievement to sack him.
Now Montana, led by first-year 
head coach Bob Stitt, can breathe 
a little easier come Eastern game 
time. Well, at least the defensive 
line can.
Whoever’s covering Cooper 
Kupp might still be in for a rough 
day.
Of course, Eastern Washington 
is playing the “hurt” card and say-
ing he’s no longer welcome to prac-
tice. He just made their season a lot 
harder this year.
Adams may be the opening day 
starter when the Eagles take on the 
Ducks in their first game of the 
year. I couldn’t help but be a little 
sad, though.
Watching Adams talent at the 
FCS level is something that might 
not be seen for a very long time. It 
also felt like a real changing of the 
quarterback guard in the Big Sky.
Adams, Montana’s Jordan John-
son, Sacramento State’s Garret Sa-
fron and Idaho State’s Justin Arias 
have all played their final games 
for their teams.
The heir-apparent to the Big Sky 
QB crown now resides in Boze-
man. That guy Dakota Prukop can 
ball.
Still, it will be fun seeing Adams 
play at the next level. A similar 
example that comes to mind is 
Cam Newton moving from Blinn 
Junior College to Auburn. 
Adams might not be as talent-
ed as Newton, but the team he’s 
joining rallies around the mantra 
“speed kills,” so he should be in 
good shape.
Watching him dice up Oregon 
State and Washington State the last 
three years, and hang in a wild 59-
52 shootout loss against Washing-
ton while putting up seven touch-
downs, was just electric.
It was those kind of games that 
made it seem like it was impossible 
for Montana to have the slightest 
chance of stopping the guy. Adams 
was just a lot to handle.
He put up over 700 yards and 
seven touchdowns by himself in 
his two games against the Grizzlies 
this past season. He also knocked 
Montana out of the FCS playoffs.
So it’s hard to think that Adams 
won’t be able to hang in the Pac-12. 
I mean, he’s been doing it since he 
was a freshman … with FCS talent. 
jesse.flickinger@umontana.edu
@JJFlickinger 
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Between managing packed 
class schedules, massive work-
loads and juggling extracur-
riculars, stress is something 
students face on a daily basis ... 
but can the pressure be harm-
ful? The documentary “Race 
to Nowhere” explores the cut-
throat American academic 
system and how it affects stu-
dents’ health.
The film, showing on cam-
pus next week, follows the sto-
ries of young students pushed 
to the edge by hectic sched-
ules, concerned parents and 
the achievement-driven educa-
tional system. 
Lucila Rudge, a University 
of Montana education profes-
sor, said she brought in the 
film for pre-service and work-
ing teachers within the Mis-
soula community.
“Especially for those new 
pre-service teachers who are 
going to be in the field, to be 
aware of what students are go-
ing through with the emphasis 
on standardized testing is crit-
ical,” she said.
Rudge believes students at 
UM will connect with the film, 
since it reflects so much of 
what all students go through. 
“Most kids have been 
through this over-scheduling, 
or are going through it right 
now,” she said.
According to Cathy Joy, 
Curry’s Counseling Services 
assistant director, chronic 
stress born from overloaded 
schedules isn’t healthy.
“Health issues would be the 
standard things you see with 
anxiety and stress,” Joy said. 
“Digestive issues, sleep prob-
lems, muscle tensions that 
causes headaches. Over time, 
people that are chronically 
stressed are more likely to de-
velop chronic problems.”
According to Joy, 80 per-
cent of students who come 
into Curry’s counseling center 
identify stress and anxiety as 
the reason for their visit.
For junior communicative 
sciences and disorders major, 
Julia Read, her full schedule 
often triggers anxiety. 
Read runs track at UM, and 
balances that 15-hour week-
ly time commitment with a 
19-credit workload. Most of 
the time she can manage, she 
said, but it isn’t always easy. 
“I’ve been busy like this for 
as long as I can remember,” 
Read said. “This is just the way 
I live my life.” 
Joy said one of the trickiest 
parts of college is learning to 
prioritize. Students with time 
management skills often can 
handle their schedules in a 
better way. For Read, it’s es-
sential. 
“When it comes to reading, 
I’m good at discerning what 
is vital and what is not,” Read 
said. “I’ve never read a book, 
that’s not for pleasure, all the 
way through.” 
Busy schedules aren’t the 
only cause of stress and de-
pression, Joy said. Seasonal 
affective disorder (SAD) – a 
type of depression that can 
be caused by the lack of sun-
light in winter months – is es-
timated to affect 14 percent of 
Americans, particularly those 
living in the Northern Hemi-
sphere, Joy said.
And this rainy February 
isn’t helping.
“Cloudiness just amplifies 
that,” Joy said. “It makes ev-
erything worse.”
Symptoms of SAD can range 
from apathy, chronic sleeping, 
lack of energy, an inability to 
concentrate and a lower sex 
drive.
“Any kind of depression can 
put you into a ‘tunnel’ 
‘Race to Nowhere’ examines student stress 
Taylor Wyllie
Montana Kaimin
This data comes from paperwork 
students fill out for Curry Counseling. 
They’re asked to select reasons for 
why they’re visiting. 
DEPRESSED FEELINGS
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ACADEMIC CONCERNS
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ANXIETY AND STRESS
80%
NUMBERS
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MENTAL HEALTH
See STRESS, bottom of page 5
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Black History Month 
is packed full this year, 
but the African-American 
studies program hopes to 
raise awareness of racial 
issues in the United States 
beyond February alone.
The Mansfield Library 
will host several events 
for Black History Month, 
and lectures throughout 
the year to keep the UM 
community’s awareness up 
to date.  
The director of the 
African-American studies 
program, professor Tobin 
Miller Shearer, said the 
problem with Black History 
Month is its limited 
duration.
“One of our overall 
commitments is to not 
limit the celebration of 
Black History Month to 
the shortest month of the 
year,” Shearer said. “We 
are demonstrating that 
African-American history 
in Montana is something 
everyone should know.”
The library will host 
a traveling exhibit this 
month, titled “Lincoln: The 
Constitution and the Civil 
War,” which will give a 
more nuanced view of our 
nation’s 16th president, 
focusing on his “struggle 
to reconcile his policy 
preferences with basic 
American ideals of liberty 
and equality,” according to 
a UM news release.
The African-American 
studies program scheduled 
the library’s exhibit to 
coincide with Black History 
Month, although Shearer 
said classes in the African-
American Studies program 
give a more in-depth view 
of the issues. The African-
American Studies program 
has grown by 17 students 
since 2009, with 20 currently 
enrolled.
Julie Edwards, Mansfield 
Library’s ethnic studies 
librarian and diversity 
coordinator, said she 
worked with Shearer and 
political science professor 
Robert Saldin to bring the 
exhibit to UM.
They applied several 
years ago and got on the 
waiting list, but Edwards 
said it was worth the wait 
for the library to be able to 
show this kind of exhibit.
“We’re always looking 
for ways to bring learning 
outside the classroom,” 
Edwards said.
The American Library 
Association, one of the 
groups organizing the 
exhibit, encourages libraries 
to schedule community 
events around it.
Another event on 
campus includes a talk 
from Diana Schaub, a 
political science professor 
from Loyola University in 
Maryland, titled “Lincoln at 
Gettysburg: Statesmanship 
in Speech,” on Lincoln’s 
birthday, Feb. 12.
Shearer will be giving 
two talks this month: the 
first on World War I’s effect 
on African-Americans, 
and the second on the 
history and culture of 
hip-hop. He said the WWI 
lecture will discuss how 
African Americans faced 
discrimination when 
they returned home from 
the war, despite playing 
critical roles in the fight for 
democracy abroad.
The lecture on hip-hop 
focuses on where the genre 
originates, which he said 
are more complicated than 
most think.
He went on to say that 
many people assume 
hip-hop has always been 
around, but its roots spread 
far and wide.
“Since its inception, hip-
hop has been a political 
expression as much as it 
has been an expression of 
culture and music,” Shearer 
said.
The talk will start with 
James Brown in the 1960s, 
and includes what Shearer 
referred to as the “Holy 
Trinity of Hip-Hop:” Afrika 
Bambaataa, DJ Kool Herc 
and Grandmaster Flash.
Murray Pierce, 
administrative advisor to 
the Black Student Union, 
said he hopes the lecture 
and other events this 
month will give students “A 
greater understanding in 
diversity … in general, and 
the importance of diversity 
in a campus and global 
setting.”
peter.friesen@umontana.edu
@peter_friesen
Black History: more than just a month
Peter Friesen
Montana Kaimin
CIVIL RIGHTS
BLACK history month
Schedule of Events at UM
Lincoln: The Constitution and the Civil War
Jan. 27 to March 11
Mansfield Libarary
Free
Feb. 12 - 7 p.m.
Prof. Diana Schaub
Turner Hall Dell Brown Room
Free
Lincoln at Gettysburg: Statesmanship in Speech
Hip-hop is Black: A History of a Political Movement
Feb. 18 - 6 p.m.
Prof. Tobin Miller Shearer
Room TBA
Free
Homing In: The Effects of WWI on Black Women and Men
Feb. 26 - 6 p.m.
Prof. Tobin Miller Shearer
Mansfield Library, Theta Rho Room
Free
Source: Wikimedia Commons
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mindset, unable to see that 
it’s going to get better,” Joy said. 
“If you know that you’re some-
one who really has trouble with 
the darkness in the winter, that 
can help you get through it. Then 
you know it’s time limited.”
To help combat SAD symp-
toms, the Curry counseling de-
partment offers free two-week 
rentals of  “happy lights,” ther-
apy lights that mimic natural 
light. She suggests students use 
them first thing in the morning 
for 30 minutes.
“It can take the edge off for 
a lot of people,” Joy said. “It ex-
tends the hours of daylight you 
have in the day, essentially.”
In addition, Curry offers 
counseling appointments and 
group seminars to help with 
SAD, depression, anxiety and 
stress.
having students reflect on 
their lives and analyze their re-
lationship with academia can 
also help, Joy said. That’s where 
“Race to Nowhere” comes in.  
“To prepare people for life, 
you want them to be criti-
cal thinkers,” Joy said. “See-
ing a documentary like this is 
thought-provoking — people 
can reflect on their experiences. 
TRAINING
From page 1
I’m all for people learning about 
that and being able to think for 
themselves about what they see.”
After the screening of the 
documentary, there will be a 
discussion about the themes pre-
sented in the film.
“It’s going to be an open dis-
cussion— it’s not going to be pre-
CHECK OUT
MONTANA KAIMIN
www.facebook.com/montanakaimin
STORIESPHOTOSVIDEOS
LIKE US
@www.montanakaimin.com
ON FACEBOOK: &FOLLOW US
ON TWITTER @KaiminNews
STRESS
From page 3
determined,” Rudge said. “It’s 
mainly for people to share their 
experiences.”
The screening will take place 
from 7 to 9 p.m., Feb. 19, in the 
University Center Theater. The 
event is free and open to the 
public. 
taylor.wyllie@umontana.edu
@wylliet
actually intervene,” Fitch 
said.
UM gave a similar as-
sessment after the training 
Wednesday night.
The assessment asked stu-
dents how likely they are to 
intervene in certain situations 
such as hearing a fight through 
a wall, or seeing a friend tak-
ing an intoxicated person from 
a party or bar. 
To make the program more 
engaging, SARC added visual 
content from the Make Your 
Move campaign, which works 
to end sexual violence, and 
from Laci Green, a YouTube 
personality who talks about 
sexuality on her channel. They 
also played an advertisement 
about bystander intervention, 
which shows how to recognize 
a potential sexual assault situ-
ation and find opportunities to 
intervene.
Freshman Rachel Hampton, 
who attended the training, 
said she thought adding in a 
visual aspect of what signs of 
sexual assault look like was 
helpful.
“It gives people more of an 
idea of what to look for,” she 
said. 
SARC has a goal to reach 
as many people on campus as 
possible. Fitch said approxi-
mately 40 people from differ-
ent departments or offices on 
campus are able to provide the 
Bystander Intervention Train-
ing to UM community mem-
bers.
Several ROTC athlet-
ic teams, and other student 
groups have completed the 
training. Fitch said the feed-
back has been positive, which 
she attributes to how proactive 
the program is.
“This is changing culture,” 
she said. “This is changing ev-
eryone, as opposed to saying 
‘well, you’re a woman, so don’t 
get raped.’”
Fitch said past programs 
took a victim blaming ap-
proach, with messages like not 
wearing revealing clothing 
or learning a form of self-de-
fense. She feels self-defense 
can be a useful tool, but it’s not 
the answer to the problem of 
sexual assault.
“Not much is going to 
change if we only tell women 
not to get raped,” she said.
The training focuses on 
three concepts: consent, sexual 
assault and resources on cam-
pus.
“We want people to know 
where to go if something does 
happen,” Fitch said. “We want 
people to know what sexual 
assault is because they can’t 
do anything about it until they 
recognize it.”
Chris O’Bleness, a SARC 
Peer Advocate, assisted Fitch 
with the training on Wednes-
day and said it was his second 
time giving the training.
O’Bleness said he witnessed 
friends trying to deal with in-
terpersonal violence, and it 
inspired him to get involved 
with bystander intervention.
“I could use my time and 
talents to help change things,” 
he said.
O’Bleness said the training 
helps start a discussion. While 
he doesn’t expect change to 
happen overnight, a series of 
small improvements can bring 
about major changes over time. 
“We’re just getting people 
to think about it,” he said. 
SARC was able to start the 
training program with a $5,000 
grant from the Avon Founda-
tion for Women. The founda-
tion has donated almost $58 
million since the start of their 
Speak Out Against Domestic 
Violence Initiative in 2004.
UM was one of 30 schools to 
receive the grant, which went 
toward purchasing supplies, 
advertising and training.
erin.loranger@umontana.edu
@eeloranger
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An Instagram video shows 
a home video of a Lion’s Club 
youth football game in Boze-
man years ago.
The ball is snapped and the 
quarterback hands the ball off 
to the running back. The run-
ning back takes a step over the 
line of scrimmage and hits an 
immovable object.
Even as a fifth-grade kid, 
Brock Coyle was decleating 
running backs.
“I’ve been a ‘backer since 
day one,” Coyle said.
The former Montana Grizzly 
football player officially started 
in his first NFL games this 
past season for the Seattle 
Seahawks.
Coyle was called in to take 
over middle linebacker Bobby 
Wagner’s position after a toe 
injury took Wagner out of com-
mission last October. After 
Wagner’s return, Coyle par-
ticipated primarily on special 
teams.
Coyle registered 11 tackles 
for the Seahawks in the regular 
season, including two special 
teams tackles in Seattle’s 28-24 
Super Bowl loss to the Patriots. 
His journey to becoming a 
starter for the Seahawks began 
when he was in fifth grade.
“I remember my very first 
play ever in tackle football was 
a sack-caused fumble return 
for a touchdown,” Coyle said. 
“My football career was off to 
a good start.”
Coming out of high school, 
Coyle was recruited with his 
friend, current Dolphins line-
backer Jordan Tripp, by former 
Montana head coach Mick Del-
aney.
“He has a tremendous work 
ethic,” Delaney said. “He was 
one of our leaders off the field. 
He did the elementary school 
stuff, the rest homes, hospice; 
he did everything he was asked 
to do.”
Delaney said he started 
watching Coyle in high school. 
He felt fortunate to recruit him 
because he saw an organized 
goal setter, a good student and 
a very good football player.
“You put all those things to-
gether and you end up with a 
young man who will be a D-I 
football player, and he was 
very much that,” Delaney said.
Delaney said Coyle has high 
energy and special teams tal-
ent, something Pete Carroll 
seeks.
“From day one in high 
school, he had aspirations of 
trying to play in the NFL,” Del-
aney said. “The Seahawks were 
the best opportunity. He’s a 
coach Pete Carroll-type of guy.”
Coyle had high praise for 
Delaney and everyone else at 
the University, but one person 
in particular had a big impact 
on him: Montana defensive co-
ordinator Ty Gregorak.
“You always want kids that 
will go and do extra, but you 
don’t always get them,” Grego-
rak said. “You talk about an 
undrafted free agent from the 
University of Montana … I 
hope he can play 10 years or 
more. If he can’t, he’ll be coach-
ing with me as soon as I can get 
him here. I would beg any head 
coach to bring him on; I think 
that highly of him.”
Gregorak said he often had 
a few of the players, includ-
ing Coyle, over to his house to 
watch football. He “fed them 
like vikings.”
“When you’re with these 
guys for five years, you watch 
them go from boys to men and 
they become family,” Gregorak 
said. “Brock is a gentleman, a 
tough guy with a softness that’s 
infectious. He’s like a son, and 
yet the age doesn’t match up, so 
he’s like a son and a friend.”
Delaney and Gregorak aren’t 
the only people at the Universi-
ty of Montana who think high-
ly of Coyle.
Current and former Griz 
football players Zach Wa-
genmann, Mitch Saylor and 
Derrick Crittenden gathered 
around a table in the Universi-
ty Center last fall to talk about 
Coyle.
Wagenmann said that Coyle 
made the locker room fun by 
doing impersonations.
“During fall camp when 
you’re delusional and tired he’d 
come in and make everyone’s 
day,” Wagenmann said. “He is 
very passionate about football. 
That’s been his dream , and he’s 
living that dream right now.”
The three players spoke 
about a friendly, “brotherly” 
competition between Tripp 
and Coyle. Coyle and Tripp 
were usually at each other’s 
heels, pushing each other to 
their limits.
Coyle said the two are still 
friends and speak weekly.
“Coyle and Tripp were al-
ways watching tape and they 
were always so focused on 
football,” Saylor said. “Brock 
took care of his body and he 
did everything right. It shows 
with the way he plays and how 
well he’s doing in Seattle.”
From undrafted to Super Bowl: Former Griz Coyle finds home with Seahawks
David Detrick
for the Montana Kaimin
Seattle Seahawks linebacker Brock Coyle makes a tackle during Super Bowl 49 on Feb. 1. Coyle earned a role on the 
Seahawks after being an undrafted free agent out of Montana.  
Photo Courtesy of: Brock Coyle/AP
Photo Courtesy of: Brock Coyle/AP
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“It’s so weird watching the 
NFL, and you think of these 
dudes as big savages, and then 
you see Brock out there and 
you’re like, ‘It’s Brock!’,” Crit-
tenden said. “It looks like he 
belongs.” 
Coyle said a lot of his suc-
cess comes from remaining 
focused on his goals, surren-
dering some of his social life 
during college, to keep his eyes 
on the NFL.
“Sometimes they weren’t 
easy decisions,” Coyle said. 
“When you have goals and 
dreams, you have to make 
those sacrifices. Staying hun-
gry and driven has gotten me 
to where I am now.”
But in 2010, an injury to his 
shoulder interrupted the pur-
suit of those goals.
“That was the first time in 
my life that the game of foot-
ball was taken away from me,” 
Coyle said. “When I found out 
I was going to redshirt, it really 
hit me.”
Coyle had to get surgery and 
was out for the rest of the sea-
son. He started doing physical 
therapy and setting new goals 
for himself.
“I worked harder than I ever 
did before,” Coyle said. “The 
physical therapist recommend-
ed physical therapy once a day, 
but I went once in the morning 
and then went back in the af-
ternoon.”
The efforts paid off. Coyle 
secured a Griz starting line-
backer position in 2012.
Despite making more than 
120 tackles his senior year at 
Montana and putting up im-
pressive pro-day numbers, 
Coyle didn’t hear his name 
called during the 2014 NFL 
Draft.
But he did receive a call: the 
Seahawks wanted to pick him 
up as undrafted free agent. 
Coyle accepted the offer.
“It was a dream come true,” 
Coyle said.
Gregorak recalled watching 
this season’s NFC Champion-
ship between the Seahawks 
and Packers.
The game ended in an over-
time victory for the Seahawks, 
after an unexpected fourth 
quarter touchdown and one of 
the NFL’s most memorable on-
side kick recoveries.
“He was disappointed when 
he wasn’t drafted, and now 
look at him,“ Gregorak said. 
“You see undrafted rookie free 
agent No. 52 in there on the on-
side kick; you can’t write this 
kind of stuff. It couldn’t have 
happened to a better guy.”
“We practiced that exact 
onside kick every single week,” 
Coyle said. “All of a sudden, 
I heard the loud eruption of 
fans, then I look up and Chris 
Matthews is holding the ball in 
his hand. I was shocked.”
Going to the Super Bowl 
wasn’t part of the plan when 
Coyle left the Grizzlies. He just 
wanted a shot at playing.
“When you grow up playing 
football, you dream of playing 
in the NFL,” Coyle said. 
“Then ultimately you dream 
of playing in the Super Bowl. 
For me to have reached that 
pinnacle in my first year in the 
NFL is amazing. It took a few 
days to sink in.”
During this year’s Super 
Bowl, Coyle played on special 
teams, making two crucial 
tackles for the Seahawks. 
His first stop was made on 
Patriots wide receiver Danny 
Amendola.
Coyle said not much was 
going through his mind when 
he made the play, though 
over 114 million people were 
watching the game around the 
world.
“I was very focused and 
ready to seize the moment,” 
Coyle said. “I realized how 
fortunate I was and how hard 
I worked to get to this stage in 
my career.” 
Though the Seahawks 
lost the Super Bowl in a 
heartbreaking fashion, Coyle 
said the team has found 
motivation from the loss.
“When you are truly one 
yard away from a champion-
ship, going back-to-back, that’s 
a huge accomplishment,” Coyle 
said. “I already can’t wait for 
next season to start the journey 
back there.”
Coyle is signed through 2016 
to be a Seahawk, but is looking 
forward to relaxing this offsea-
son.
After having very little 
down time over the past couple 
of years, Coyle plans on enjoy-
ing some time back in the Big 
Sky. He went from his senior 
year in college to an entire sea-
son in the NFL with only a bye 
week’s worth of break.
Though he’s fresh off play-
ing the biggest game of his ca-
reer, on one of the largest stages 
in the world, Coyle said he tries 
to remember where he’s from.
“Montana boy through and 
through,” Coyle said. “The 
support of Griz Nation and 
Montana has been very special; 
Montana is very dear to my 
heart.”
david.detrick@umontana.edu
@daviddetrick
Photo Courtesy of: Brock Coyle/AP
Former Griz linebacker Brock Coyle tackles Patriots Julian Edelman after a Seahawks punt. 
Though the Seahawks lost, Coyle said, “I already can’t wait for next season to start the 
journey back there.” 
Photo Courtesy of: Brock Coyle/AP
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HELP WANTED
Travel Company seeking 
outgoing models to portray 
collegian and entrepreneurial 
interns. For info call 945-2027
Facilities Services Custodial 
Department has openings for 
student employees. Hours:  
Monday through Friday, 8:00 
p.m.-11:30 p.m. Later or earlier 
times may be available. Rate: 
$8.05/hour. To apply: E-mail 
name, address, phone, e-mail 
address to FacServCustodial@
mso.umt.edu, along with 
hours available. Or call 243-
2164 after 5:00 p.m. Monday-
Friday for information.
The Kaimin Business Office is 
hiring a New Sales Rep! Must 
have an open schedule and be 
available next fall! Bring resume 
& class schedule to Don Anderson 
Hall Room 207 by Tomorrow!
SERVICES
PC and Apple Repair Free 
Diagnosis Blocks from Campus 
www.firstsolution.com 
(406) 540-1969
M&M Driving School 
private lessons 317-3272
TODAY IN HISTORY
Calvin Coolidge was the 
first U.S. President to deliver 
a radio address in 1924.
to anyone wearing yoga pants or 
speedos.
“It’s just something to point 
out the weirdness in govern-
ment,” owner Paul Marshall 
said. “We’re happy to poke fun 
where we can and have a good 
time with things like that when 
they come up.”
While most people had a 
YOGA PANTS
From page 1
student ballot to provide sup-
port for UM’s Kyi-Yo Native 
American Student Association 
annual powwow. 
The event is Montana’s larg-
est and oldest student-run pow 
wow in the nation, Bundy said. 
Traditionally Powwows are 
free to participate in; however, 
the group hasn’t been able af-
ford to provide free admission 
in past years.
“They want to bring differ-
ent cultures together,” Bundy 
said. “The reason why we have 
this event is because a lot of 
students don’t know anything 
about Native American cul-
ture.”
Bundy said the powwow 
brings people of all back-
ASUM
From page 1
grounds together, and the fee 
would solve the problem of 
charging admissions.
“This event was one of the 
reasons I came to this univer-
sity,” Skunkcap said. “There 
weren’t many other universi-
ties that have big powwows 
like Kyi-Yo’s.”
Sen. Betsy Story brought 
forth a resolution to lobby 
House Bill 412, which address-
es minor-in-possession immu-
nity on campus if a student 
needs help from authorities, 
similar to the proposal Sen. 
Cody Meixner is working on 
to change language in the UM 
student conduct code.
The resolution passed with 
21 affirmative votes.
meredith.demarois@umontana.edu
@MeriDeMarois
good laugh with their free pints, 
others found the representative’s 
bill offensive.
“I think it’s a totally inappro-
priate thing for him to say,” said 
Draught Works customer Hope 
Nelson. “People should be able 
to wear whatever they want, 
so it’s not anyone’s business on 
what should be legal and what 
should be illegal, as far as cloth-
ing.”
cavan.williams@umontana.edu
@caveman894
EAVESDROPPERS: 
#aroundtheoval
TWEET ALL THE 
FUNNY THINGS 
YOU HEAR & SEE
Emily Klaas, left, holds a conversation with friend Miranda Bradley, right, over $1 Sip’n Go Yoga Pants pints. The 
one dollar special was put on by the Tamarack Brewing Company, which renamed their Sip’n Go Naked Apricot 
Ale to the Sip’n Go Yoga Pants Ale in response to Rep. David Moore’s proposed bill to strengthen the state’s 
indecent exposure law. 
Loren Benoit / Montana Kaimin
Submit to the 
Arts and 
Culture blog at
editor@
montana
kaimin.com
Feeling 
inspired?
